§.5 Speeific Design (niteria

The purpose of the Vision 2020-ICP Specific Design Criteria is to establish a citywide aesthetic framework
and guidance for future activity center development within growth nodes as well as infill development
projects within Rio Rancho’s jurisdiction. These following criteria will enable the City to manage the “look
and feel" of the community while continuing to enhance and preserve the design qualities that make Rio
Rancho a unique environment.

1.) Building Scale and Design:

Overall design of buildings in Activity Centers shall be compatible in terms of landscaping,
architectural design, building materials, and the relationship between buildings.

Create enclosed spaces and continuous street frontages within Activity Centers. Avoid freestanding
pad development.

Develop visual termini, changes in color, texture and materials, spaces or plazas to provide variety
and a sense of place.

City Hall, libraries, churches and other public buildings should be freestanding or co-located in a
campus-style setting as a community focus.

Retrofit older retail centers, by organizing new satellite structures with better pedestrian
connections around and through parking lots.

Revise the zoning and development regulations from an automobile orientation to one that
emphasizes balance of modal choice.

Pedestrian passageways shall be well lit, signed, spacious and barrier free.

Allow for increased building heights to provide more ground level open spaces, plaza, and
pedestrian walkways.

Step heights of buildings away from existing or proposed single-family residential development on
adjoining areas.

2.) Parking Lot Design:

On-street parking should be allowed in mixed use areas to reduce the size of the parking areas and
increase the pedestrians’ sense of security.

To create a human scale, surface parking lots shall be as small as possible and scattered
throughout the Activity Center.

In the event that structured parking is a reality in Rio Rancho, design the parking structures with
office or retail uses at the ground level.

Surface parking areas shall be screened from the roadways. This can be achieved by buildings,
walls, and landscape plantings. In no instance should these screens become barriers which inhibit
pedestrian, bicycle use or citizen safety. The screens shall be used to create an “architectural
edge” to frame the street.

Shared parking between uses should be provided whenever possible.

Parking areas should be well-landscaped internally as well as along the perimeter.

Parking lots should be located internally within the project and not on the perimeter as with the
typical shopping center.

Large expanses of paving uninterrupted by landscaping shall not be permitted. Parking aisles
should be separated from pedestrian and bike access routes whenever possible. Separate
vehicular and pedestrian circulation systems should be provided throughout the Activity Center.
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3.) Pedestrian-Oriented Design:

Discourage excessive berms and other grade differentials which require the pedestrian or bicyclist
to travel up or down between buildings and right-of way.

Provide sidewalks to encourage, promote and facilitate pedestrian movement within Activity
Centers. Interior to the Activity Center, sidewalks shall be no less than eight feet in width. In less
urban areas, the sidewalk minimum width is six feet and in residential areas along local roadways,
the minimum shall be no less than four feet and detached from the curb wherever possible.

Site planning for mixed-use areas should provide pedestrian and bicycle circulation areas that are
linked to the citywide open space and trail system.

The design of the building facades should be architecturally interesting and in scale with the
pedestrian.

Large blank walls on ground floor elevations should be avoided and broken up, with windows and
doorways located at frequent intervals.

Large wall surfaces should be divided with offsets, architectural projections, and step-backs, to
provide distinctive shadow lines.

Minimize gaps in between building facades in order to maintain linear continuity. Placement of
landscape materials can create the same desired results.

Site planning design should employ the concepts of “defensible space” for the protection of the
pedestrian. This would include proper lighting, building siting, landscape material selections, etc.
for all private and public spaces throughout the City.

The design of the streetscape should include attractive landscaping of exterior as well as interior
streets.

Activity Centers should have continuity in landscape design, public art, placement of street
furniture, sitting areas, and use of paving materials other than asphalt, and street lighting. The use
of treated and recirculated effluent fountains in entryways and pedestrian-oriented areas should be
encouraged.

4.) Signage Criteria:

Activity Centers shall be designed to have an overall signage theme with each individual project
being consistent with that theme.

Encourage the use of small signs with distinctive shapes, unique textures, symbols and materials
(such as neon).

Avoid glaring or excessively large signage.

Prohibit roof mounted projecting signs.

Promote a style of signage that maximizes creativity and liveliness.

5.) Circulation/Transit Alternatives:

Encourage transit use by increasing development densities and improving pedestrian access.
Provide clearly defined walkways where pedestrians must traverse large parking areas.

Provide passenger waiting areas that are visible, durable, safe, and appealing.

Provide benches that are comfortable and functional.

Incorporate the use of public art in improving the visual environment of Activity Centers and transit
facilities.

Locate convenient services nearby to make waiting more acceptable.
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Provide pedestrian and other non-motorized vehicular access between the Activity Centers and
other facilities in the community, where feasible.

Allow for higher residential densities and intensities within the Activity Centers areas in order to
support the provision of transit alternatives.

Provide paratransit and shuttles rather than fixed route buses to moderate-density areas and small-
scale nodes, as funding becomes available.

Include express bus service operated out of strategically located park and ride, or from transit
centers to connect activity areas with the Activity Centers.

Provide facilities for connections to a future regional bus system along NM 528 and US 550, as
funding becomes available.

6.) Mass Transportation & Transit-Oriented Design Criteria:

Promote ridesharing and mass transportation programs such as high occupancy vehicle lanes, light
rail and a regional transit authority to reduce the proportion of single-occupant vehicles traveling in
Rio Rancho. A paratransit system provided by the City should be provided to run certain hours to
specific locations.

Locate park and ride stations for circulator shuttles on tier two loop and by-pass roads near major
activity centers to provide transit access to the centers and reduce automobile use.

Locate transit centers inside activity centers to provide transfer connections to shuttles, local routes,
and express routes to facilitate transit use.

In large-scale activity centers, transit centers should be designed to serve multiple high occupancy
modes of transportation such as buses, shuttles, taxis, car pools, and van pools.

Plan for park-and-ride facilities in outlying areas to carry commuters into activity centers via express
bus service.

Use bus turnouts to lessen the impact of buses on traffic operations. Bus turnouts should be only
considered for main routes with high traffic volumes and speeds, where the use of curbside stops
would considerably impair the road level of service and safety.

Bus stop design should provide shade or other forms of protection from the elements and a bench
to sit on. Where possible widen the sidewalk at bus stops to minimize conflicts between waiting
passengers and others, and locate the bench several feet back from the curb.

7.) Design Criteria for Automobiles:

The City of Rio Rancho has adopted a regional system of functional major street classification to
establish a hierarchy of streets.

Design streets with the minimum number of lanes and minimum lane widths necessary for an
adequate level of service and safety inside Activity Centers. Comer radii should be minimized to
create a “bulb out” or traffic calming feature.

Develop a two-tiered design street system for the City. Tier one would provide access to the
Activity Centers while tier two would provide a loop or by-pass road for through traffic around the
Centers. The first tier inside the Centers would consist of collector and minor arterial streets with
pedestrian amenities and transit facilities. The second tier would consist of major or principal
arterial streets with bicycle facilities, but with few pedestrian amenities that are served by regional
transit.

Provide appropriate space for bus or other alternative transportation modes. At no time should
area be taken away from the pedestrian space in order to accommodate these modes.
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