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URBAN DESIGN ELEMENT

Introduction

In 1998 the City of Rio Rancho embarked on
a process of developing a blueprint for the
future through the development of an
Integrated Comprehensive Plan. As part of
that planning process the city went through
a visioning process that ultimately led to an
idea of what the citizens like and dislike about
living, working, and shopping in the City of Rio
Rancho.

One of the elements that compriees the
overall Integrated Comprehensive Flan is the
Urban Design Element. ‘A _definition or
¢ the Urban Desian El )
bl ) . hetic £
and guidance for future development as well
as infill development within the city.” This will
enable the city to control the “look and feel”
of the city that continue to enhance and
preserve the qualities that makes Rio Rancho
a unique environment. Being that the city is
relatively young some of the earlier aesthetic
decisions, though appropriate at the time,
have not stood the test of time. A purpose
of the element is to identify those areas in
the existing city that are deficient in visual
quality and to establish methods to improve
these areas.

The Process

The process to begin the preparation of the
Urban Design was to first conduct a visual
survey of the city. This involved visiting key
neighborhoods, public spaces, open space
areas, and roadway corridors. Opportunities
and constraints were developed from that
field work.

This involve an evaluation of the existing

technical reports, discussions with city staff
and the Vision 2020 Working Groups.

Based on the visual survey and opportunities
and constraints of the city, seven Design
Elements were defined as being significant to
Rio Rancho’s character. These elements are:

Textures, Color, and Materials

. Streetsecapes

. Multi-use Paths

. Walls

. Gateways

. Arroyos

. Parks and Public Places

A daylong workshop/open house was held on
July 31, 1999 at the Sabina Grande
Recreation Center in Rio Rancho. The purpose
of the workshop was to solicit comments
from the citizens of Rio Rancho as to what
they see as “the good, the bad, and the ugly”
parts of the city. The workshop was divided
into two segments, one in the morning and
one in the afternoon.

A Visual Preference Survey was conducted in
the mornhing session. A work station was set
up for each of the seven design elements. At
each station there were approximately eight
to twenty photographe representing the
particular design element. The public ranked
the photographs by placing colored dots on
the photographs they either liked or disliked.
They also had the opportunity to make
written comments
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