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VISION 2020 - INTEGRATED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
FISCAL LAND USE ANALYSIS

This memorandum report presents findings, conclusions and recommendations regarding the benefits and
costs associated with continuing land development in Rio Rancho, New Mexico. It provides supporting
documentation for the City’s Vision 2020 - integrated Comprehensive Plan (ICP) by evaluating the
feasibility of both public and private investment in the location, type, intensity and quality of future
development throughout the jurisdiction. Growth management policy suggestions derive from analyses
that demonstrate likely economic value enhancement. Implementation strategies promote the
accomplishment of community planning goals.

Growth is expected in the City of Rio Rancho. Rapid population increase that characterized the nineteen-
year period since municipal incorporation continues with “an acre a day” development projections. The
number of persons residing within the municipal boundaries is forecast to rise by one hundred percent over
the next generation. This study's land use assumptions call for accommodating an additional 50,000
people, with places to live, work and play between now and the year 2020.

The Vision 2020 - Integrated Comprehensive Plan, represents preparedness planning. Land use fiscal
analysis describes an essential component in setting the City's aspirations; affordability. Standards for
future development must take into account property owners’, developers’ and the City's ability to pay for
necessary infrastructure. Costs of desired amenities also need to be calculated. Expenses inherent in
operating and maintaining municipal systems require assurance that sufficient revenues will be generated
to cover them.

Citizens set priorities. Numerous opportunities for public input were afforded during the shaping of the
Integrated Comprehensive Plan. The cumulative result of Rio Rancho's comprehensive planning process is
the preferred living quality, defined by local people, that is regarded as realistically attainable. Evaluating
costs associated with residents’ desired objectives provide them with a range of options for balancing
revenues and expenditures.

Community residents acknowledge constraints that must be addressed in determining the City's
development pattern. They understand that some areas have physical limitations, such as steep terrain or
natural drainage courses, making construction expensive. They realize costs of extending water and
sewer systems are often prohibitive to serve a few, scattered homes; and the altematives, private wells
and septic tanks, may have negative environmental impacts. They know, too, that fractionalized ownership
pattemns resulting from lot sales decades ago make economical development timing virtually impossible in
parts of the community.

Fiscal Land Use Analysis evaluation consists of a general Integrated Comprehensive Plan process
overview, future Land Use Scenarios comparisons, proposed implementation strategies, and study
recommendations summaries. Assessing tactical ways to utilize the City's real estate and financial
resources is a key step toward Plan integration.



INTEGRATED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN POLICIES

The Vision 2020 - Integrated Comprehensive Plan (ICP) is citizen-driven. That is, it records those public
values that respond to residents’ preferences regarding compatibility of development, living quality
enhancement and costs to taxpayers. The Vision 2020-ICP is not a zoning map, specifying precisely what
and where development should occur. [t is, instead, a policy plan that sets a framework of local
government commitments within which positive proposals for growth are encouraged and negative
consequences are prevented.

Goals and objectives encompass a wide variety of civic interests. Vision 2020-ICP policies address
transportation, housing, open space, the environment, public facilities and services among many other
concems of a growth community. Land use and economics affect all these elements. They connect
disparate issues and provide guidance for positive change from Rio Rancho’s present to its future.

Existing Conditions

The City of Rio Rancho, with recent annexations, contains 72.3 square miles within the municipal
boundaries. Over fifty thousand persons live here. However, the developed portions of the community
comprise only about 17 percent of the total land area. The remaining undeveloped areas consist of
sparsely seftled, vacant land in predominantly natural condition with native vegetation, arroyos and
sometimes rugged terrain, as well as extensive areas of “prematurely platted” properties characterized by
dirt roads and widely-dispersed, individual homes.

There are over 18,000 dwelling units, predominantly single-family homes, with an average household size
of 2.78 persons. Multi-family dwellings, with an average household size of 1.9 persons, constitute less
than six percent of the City’s housing units. Local jobs also total close to 18,000 -- forty percent economic
base jobs; sixty percent service jobs. Median household income nearly doubled between 1980 and 1990,
from $16,709 to $31,512, and it is expected to exceed $46,000 in 2000.

Municipal infrastructure is for the most part adequate for current and short-term future demand. Master
plans are in process to expand service capacities for many of the City's functions to accommodate future
growth. The City's water system, for example, can produce 14,419 acre feet per year, compared with the
1999 use of 10,712 acre feet. The City is currently applying to the State Engineer’s Office for a permit to
pump an additional 12,000 acre ft of water per year. Wastewater treatment handles daily flows of 3.8
million gallons, or an average of 76 gallons per capita per day, which is about 88% of the City’s three
treatment plants’ capacity.

By contrast, “quality of life” facilities such as the public library, senior center, and the City parks are under-
funded and in need of expansion. The library has less than 40%of the minimum recommended library
space per capita, the senior center needs to add an adult day care program and build a second facility,
and the City has fewer than 80 acres of improved parks, which falls far short of the Parks and Recreation
Master Plan standard of seven acres of developed park land per 1,000 residents.

The Rio Rancho Public School District (RRPS) provides six elementary, three middle schools and one high
school with a current enroliment of 10,000 students. The District foresees a short-term need for a new


















































































































