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.1 YVescon 2020-TCP Application

This appendix is offered as a guide to understanding the Vision 2020 - Integrated Comprehensive Plan.
The Vision 2020-ICP has been prepared to serve to direct the future growth and development of the City by
accomplishing the following:

« Provide a vision for the future

= Look at the City's future over a two-decade period

= Generate policies and actions necessary to achieve the envisioned future
= Articulate community principles

= Determine the “how to” or implementation mechanisms

Once the Vision 2020-Integrated Comprehensive Plan, is approved and adopted by the City, existing
plans, regulations, codes and procedures will be evaluated based on their role to further the City's
Principles, Policies and Actions and assure the City's continuing progress toward a sustainable community
of excellence.

How to Wse the Vision 2020-9(CP

The Vision 2020-ICP is divided into three (3) main parts, the Introduction & description of the local planning
process, an existing conditions section and the Principles, Policies and Actions section which specify the
community’s future goals and actions. All future land development proposals shall be evaluated based on
their conformance with the City’s principle-based Vision 2020-ICP.

The Vision 2020-ICP principles are broad-based ends toward which efforts are directed and are the
anticipated results of implementing or achieving the intended policy. The principles are meant to be
general in nature as is the comprehensive plan itself. Supporting policies follow the main principles and are
requirements enforced by the City to achieve the overlying principles. The action or action statements are
the specific means by which policies, and ultimately, principles are achieved or implemented.

For example... a community Principle may be to preserve and protect Rio Rancho’s natural resources &
environment from existing and potentially harmful conditions to ensure that the environment is
protected for future generations.

A Policy may direct the City to protect & enhance critical and sensitive areas such as the Rio
Grande bosque to preserve the existing natural habitat and ecosystem.

Implementation measures or Actions necessary to achieve the desired Policies and ultimately,
community Principles, could include limiting the type of activity within the bosque to passive rather
than active recreation to reduce potential negative impacts to the environment.

Pursuant to the Vision 2020-ICP, a future LUDC shall be created as the primary implementation

mechanism integrating the City's plans, policies, ordinances and codes into a single, graphically oriented
reference manual. The LUDC will incorporate design standards, development evaluation criteria (DEC)

8.1.1



"based on the primary elements of the Vision 2020-ICP, zoning, subdivision and land development codes
and engineering specifications for the end purpose of achieving quality development.

The DEC will be beneficial to land owners, developers as well as City staff by identifying required review
elements hence promoting predictability by establishing the general extents of City review and
consideration. In lieu of an adopted LUDC, the DEC may be used to guide the development review
process by identifying those required elements necessary for decision-making bodies to make informed
land use planning decisions based on the growth impacts associated with a specific proposal. In addition
to evaluating development projects based on their conformance with the City's comprehensive plan, all
physical land development plans shall be evaluated based on their conformance with the City's existing
policies, ordinances, regulations and codes.

Development Evaluation Criteria (Bullets under each DEC reflect example submittal data) -

1.) Land Use -
o Project size (Village, Community or Regional scale) and location
Existing, proposed & adjacent land uses
Existing, proposed & adjacent zoning
Proposed land use ratios and fiscal impact analysis for community scale & larger.
Development Pattem (Infill, growth node, growth node activity center, GVP or
small single/minor lot development)
¢ Project timing and phasing
e Property ownership
2..) Urban Design - _
¢ Proposed design elements per project scale
o Description of design and architectural amenities, i.e., water feature or gateway

3.) Transportation and Circulation -
¢ Inventory and proximity to existing and proposed transportation facilities
e Transportation timing and phasing
e Proposed methods of financing for construction, operation and maintenance of
transportation facilities

4.) Infrastructure -
¢ Inventory and proximity to existing and proposed utilities
¢ Infrastructure timing and phasing
¢ Proposed methods of financing for construction, operation and maintenance of
infrastructure

5.) Environmental Sustainability —
e An environmental evaluation to consider growth impacts on the existing
environment (built or undeveloped) and any required mitigation measures

6.) Housing -
o Description of type and density of proposed residential lands
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