4.8 Tuppactructane & Capital Faciities

Solid Waste and Sanitary Landfills

The City of Rio Rancho has two (2) sanitary landfills located within its jurisdiction. The first landfill is owned
by Waste Management of New Mexico, Inc., a private corporation that manages and operates a 100 acre
sanitary landfill inside Rio Rancho and provides solid waste removal and recycling services to the City of
Rio Rancho. Waste Management operates under a franchise agreement in which it pays the City 5% in
franchise fees on annual revenues from residential and commercial customers in Rio Rancho. The
company maintains its regional headquarters in Rio Rancho to oversee waste disposal operations in
adjacent cities and counties.

The existing landfill is currently zoned SU/Special Use-Landfill and is surrounded by predominantly vacant
land. The landfill is located adjacent to properties fronting onto Northem Boulevard which are subject to the
requirements of the adopted Northern Boulevard Area Plan. The plan recommended that the vacant
property south of the landfill be rezoned from residential to manufacturing and commercial to assure
compatible land uses in the area. The proposed rezoning of this property is expected to proceed as the
area develops. It is further recommended that Waste Management acquire the vacant property along its
northem boundary, which consists of fifty-foot (50°) narrow residential lots, as a buffer zone for the landfill.

Under the terms of its franchise agreement, Waste Management must serve the solid waste disposal needs
of the City first as long as the Rio Rancho landfill remains open. Residents and private haulers can use the
Waste Management landfill on a user fee basis. In 1998, the Rio Rancho landfill was granted a ten-year
operating license by the New Mexico Environment Department. It is projected that there is sufficient
operating capacity to accommodate the expected volume of waste for approximately fifteen (15) years.
Officials at Waste Management estimate that the existing landfill could renew its operating license in 2008
for an additional ten (10) years and remain open through 2015. As landfill cells are filled to capacity, a
phased landfill closure plan will be implemented providing land availability for open space related uses.

The second sanitary landfill located within the City of Rio Rancho is the Sandoval County landfill which was
annexed into the City in 1994 and zoned SU/Special Use-landfill. The landfill occupies 125 acres located
north of the intersection of Iris and Idalia Roads and is anticipated to remain in operation for the next twenty
(20) years. The landfill is surrounded by residential zoning and employs fencing and landscaping to buffer
adjacent incompatible uses.
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The county’s landfill site was expanded in 1997 to include a new landfill cell to replace an existing cell that
was rapidly approaching capacity. The expansion is expected to have enough capacity to continue
operations for the next 20-25 years. Construction on the expansion area included a new public works
facility with a storage yard and storage building. The expanded landfill also includes land intended to serve
as a public works maintenance yard to house road crews and heavy equipment for the City of Rio Rancho.
The land is currently leased from Sandoval County for a 25-year period. A phased construction approach
contemplates the initial construction of a 10,000 square foot facility while future phases may be necessary
to improve and expand the facility.

In 1991, the City's Keep Rio Rancho Beautiful (KRRB) program established the City’s first drop-off
recycling facility. By 1993, Rio Rancho became the first community in New Mexico to offer residential
curbside recycling through a public/private partnership with Waste Management. Pursuant to an exclusive
franchise agreement, the City and Waste Management work together to provide for the collection, transport
and processing of recyclable materials as a service to the residents of Rio Rancho.

Rio Rancho also provides a household hazardous waste collection
service that is funded through Environmental Gross Receipts Tax
revenue. A joint effort initiated between KRRB and the Department
of Public Safety in 1999 resulted in a program designed to remove
potentially harmful and flammable materials from residents’ homes
for proper disposal. In 2000, nearly 500 residents participated in
the program resulting in the collection of ammunition, appliances
and over 48 tons of paints, automotive fluids, pesticides and
batteries.

KRRB utilizes a multi-media campaign to educate and inform the residents of recycling-related efforts and
“programs. Currently, KRRB's efforts have reduced the City’s total waste stream by approximately 8% by
diverting recyclable materials to local recycling markets. KRRB's informal goal, relative to long-range
recycling efforts, is to divert approximately 10% of the City’s total waste stream through continued
community support & participation. New technological advances in the processing and treatment of the
recyclable materials may improve the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of recycling efforts thereby
increasing public and private participation.

Drainage

The extensive network of unpaved roads in the undeveloped areas of the City requires frequent grading
and constant maintenance to the drainage system. These conditions are aggravated by the City’s rolling
hill topography and desert soils that contribute to run-off problems during heavy rainstorms such as the
flooding in 1999 of the Unit 17 area, which caused $1 million in damage in the vicinity.

The drainage system is a natural system that existed prior to the City's existence. In developed areas of
the City, the natural system has been modified to accommodate development and transportation. It is the
intent of the City of Rio Rancho to utilize, preserve and enhance this natural and modified system in a
manner that is safe, cost effective and attractive.

Public Works maintains hundreds of small drainage ways within developed and undeveloped portions of
the City. The nine (9) major arroyos noted within Section 4.3 — Physical Environment, represent flows
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