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Land Use Pattern & Urban Development

As noted earlier, the history of land ownership in Rio Rancho has been a determining factor in the growth
and development of the City. With the annexation of 12,187 acres in 1998, the City covers 72 square
miles, but only a fraction of the City's total land area is developed due to the limited number of large, single-
owner parcels available for development. The early land sales by AMREP created a checkerboard pattern
of property ownership that has encouraged incremental development on a lot-by-lot basis, leaving large
areas of vacant, undeveloped land throughout the City (Maps 4.71 through 4.74).

The City's land use ratios or land use “mix” for existing, developed properties is illustrated in the following
chart:

Chart 4.71 - Existing Land Use Ratios for Developed
Properties
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The overwhelming majority of land inside Rio Rancho is zoned for suburban style development at low
densities (Map 4.74 - Existing Generalized Land Use). With the addition of T-Z, or transitional zoning, in
the 1998 annexation area to the existing E-1 and R-1 zones, 73% of City land is zoned for single-family
homes. Chart 4.72 reflects only 1% of land within the City's jurisdiction is zoned for multi-family, 3% for
non-residential uses such C-1 or C-2 for commercial uses, O-1 for office uses and M-1 for manufacturing
uses, with 3% zoned SU/NR for special use/non-residential. The remaining 23% is divided between Right-
of-way (14% roads) and public facilities (9%).

Chart 4.72 - Citywide Land Use Ratios
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