As the City of Rio Rancho has experienced fast
growth, so has the state of New Mexico.
According to the 2000 Census, New Mexico’s
1.8 million population ranked as the 12t fastest
growing state in the nation, with a 20.1%
percent increase from 1990 to 2000.
Projections estimate that New Mexico will add
nearly an additional million persons by the year
2025 for a total population of 2.6 million people.
This anticipated rate of population change, at 55
percent, is expected to rank as the 2 largest
amongst the 50 states and District of Columbia.
(Table 4.51 below):

Table 4.51 - Nation & State Population

New Mexico 1,819,046 1,515,069 303,977 20.1% 12

United States || 281,421,906 || 248,709,873 32,712,033 13.2% NA

The City's relatively short history of rapid growth and development began with its inception in the 1960's as
a bulk land subdivision. Prior to its incorporation as a municipality, the 1980 census records Rio Rancho as
having 9,985 persons residing within the vicinity. For incorporation purposes, a special census was
conducted in 1981 revealing that Rio Rancho’s population was 10,131 persons. By 1990, the population
had more than tripled to 32,512. As of the 2000 Census, the U.S. Bureau of Census reflects that the City
population has increased to 51,765 persons (Table 4.52 below):

[ 1980 || I 34,799 [ 1302894 || 226546000 |
(1990 | 32512 || 63,319 [ 1515069 || 248,791,000 |
[1995 || 44657 || 79,79 [ 1682417 || 262,571,000 |
[2000" || 51,765 || 92,400 [ 1819046 || 281421906 |

B " .
'Census Bureau data — April 15t Federal decennial census counts.
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Most of the City's growth resulted from net migration, resulting from people moving to Rio Rancho from
other areas. A comparison of the demographic changes in Sandoval County and Rio Rancho between
1990 and 2000 illustrate how the influx of new residents accounts for Rio Rancho’s population growth
during this decade (Table 4.53 below):

Table 4.53 - City & County Population

[ Sandoval Co. | 63,319 ][ 89,908 |[ 26,589 (42%) |
[RioRancho || 32,512 || 51,765 |[ 19,253 (59%) |

The population of Rio Rancho is estimated to be growing at about 2,000 persons per year or about 40 new
residents each week. This population growth has made Rio Rancho the largest city in Sandoval County,
and the second largest in the metropolitan region. With respect to Rio Rancho's share of the total New
Mexico population, Rio Rancho ranked as the 14th largest community in state in 1980. As a result of an
almost five-fold growth in population in less than twenty years, Rio Rancho has become New Mexico's
fourth largest community and the fastest growing with an overall growth rate of 59% during the Iast decade
(Table 4.54 below):

Table 4.54 - New Mexico Cities Population.

| 1 || Abuquerque || 448,607 || 16.6% I 4 |
| 2 || Las Cruces Il 74,267 || 19.5% Il 3 |
l 3 || Santa Fe Il 62,203 1| 11.4% i 5 ]
[ 4 || Rio Rancho I 51,765 || 59.3% il 1 |
| 5 || Roswell i 45293 | 1.4% | 9 1
| 6 || Farmington i 37,844 || 11.3% Il 6 |
l 7 || Alamogordo ]| 35,582, || 289% || 2 |
| 8 || Clovis i 32,667 || 5.5% I 7 |
1 9 || Hobbs Il 28,657 || -1.6% Il 10 |
| 10 || Carlsbad i 25,625 || 2.7% Il 8 |

The character and composition of the residents have changed dramatically over the course of the last two
decades. Beginning as a retirement community, a large number of seniors dominated the demographic
composition. However, as the City has evolved into an affordable housing community with an expanding
economic base, a large number of young families are calling Rio Rancho home. Whereas 17.5% of the Rio
Rancho population was over retirement age in 1980, by 1990 this percentage had dropped to 10.9%. By
1990 there were three times more residents under the age of 17 than residents over the age of 65.

Over 37% of the City's population is between the ages of 25 and 44 years old, which is younger than the

national average, and over 30% of the population is school age or younger. In New Mexico, the
percentage of population classified as youth is projected to decrease from 32.7 percent in 1995 to 30
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