4.4 Regional (Jontert

Metropolitan and Regional Planning Issues

Population, employment, land use, economic development, transportation, and environmental issues
transcend city limits and county lines. As such, the metropolitan area serves the region and adjacent
communities with services, facilities, and conveniences, and basic needs such as medical services, retail
establishments, employment, and airport facilities. To address these issues, the City of Rio Rancho is part
of a regional planning area known as State Planning and Development District 3 (SPDD 3), which is
centered around the Albuquerque metropolitan area as reflected in the State Planning and Development
District 3 illustration below. District 3 spans 9,300 square miles and includes the counties of Sandoval,
Bernalilio, Valencia, and Torrance. The 2000 Census results indicate that the SPPD 3 district represents
the largest urbanized area in the state encompassing over 728,900 people, or approximately 40% of New
Mexico's total population of 1,819,046 persons.

The agency responsible for providing a -—\ -—

forum to address these regional issues is ! \_ﬁ l Siate Planaing
the Middle Rio Grande Councl of |—-— ® A&+r-—-— apnd Development
Governments (MRGCOG). MRGCOG is v A by 3 District 3
a voluntary association of counties, }u’ A 4

municipalities and other  local
governments and organizations and acts
as the regional planning agency
responsible  for  regional  water, -
transportation, population, and economic '\_
development issues in District 3.
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In 1996, MRGCOG initiated the Focus | o 2 - :}/ ru\ucs co.
2050 process creating a long range land ‘ ) NS
use strategy for managing growth and e

development to the year 2050 for the four county region. In April 2000, the MRGCOG Board of Directors
approved the Focus 2050 plan.

The scope of the plan addresses the following planning issues - land use, transportation, open space, utility
infrastructure, air and water, economic development, housing, and capital improvements. The plan
developed several land use scenario alternatives culminating in the selection of a preferred land use
scenario, the “2050 Balanced Communities Scenario.” MRGCOG has prepared the following population
forecast for the district (Table 4.41 SPDD 3 & County Population 1990 - 2050).
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Table 4.41 - SPDD 3 & County Population (1990 — 2050)

(1990 | 63319 || 480577 || 45235 || 10285 [ 599416
(20001 89908 || 556678 || 66,152 || 16911 Il 729649
[2025 1 172147 || 735828 || 112716 || 26,891 || 1,047,582
[2050 || 253963 || 1,081,907 || 155410 || 44720 || 1,536,000

MRGCOG projects that by 2025 one million people will live in this four county region. Rio Rancho's
population share of the region is anticipated to be 100,000 by 2020, which will represent approximately
10% of the total regional population. However, almost three-quarters of the population within the region-will
reside in Bernalillo County, mostly within Albuquerque’s City limits. By 2050, Sandoval County’s population.
is anticipated to represent over 15% of the total regional population, while MRGCOG estimates that Rio
Rancho's total 2050 population would equal approximately 180,000 persons (Table 4.42 below).

Table 4.42 - 2050 Projected Regional Population Shares ~ ' ‘

e o _—

SANDOVAL COUNTY" 89,908 12% 253,963 17%

RIO RANCHO 51,765 7% 180,023 12%

The Balanced Communities scenario assumes that the future population of Rio Rancho will be
concentrated mostly within the current land area of the City, with little development occurring in the outlying
Rio Rancho Estates area. The scenario also assumes that Sandoval County will develop a relatively larger
employment base for an improved jobs/housing balance (Table 4.43 below).

Table 4.43 - Sandoval County Employment and Housing / Population Ratio

2000 -

EXISTING 26,527 32,933 0.81 89,908 0.30
2050 -
BALANCED 106,420 110,126 0.97 253,717 042

While representing the region as a whole, the 2050 plan is not intended to be used as a mandate for local
planning land use decisions but rather as a guide for long range planning by local governments. A periodic
review and amendment process for Focus 2050 will accommodate local govemments by refining the
regional plan to incorporate the needs and desires of each community. As the City of Rio Rancho adopts
and implements the Vision 2020-ICP, the regional plan will be refined to incorporate the City's preferred
land use scenario.
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