4.1 Historny

Rio Rancho is one of New Mexico’s newest communities, incorporated as a City in 1981 with
10,131 residents. Although incorporated as a new community in 1981, the occupation of the site
upon which present day Rio Rancho sits, can be traced back to the Ice Age.

Prehistoric to EarLg Historic.....

It is commonly held that the Rio Grande Valley was inhabited approximately 10,000 to 12,000
years ago. The remains of a hunting campsite, located within the current City limits of Rio Rancho,
reveal that the first indigenous residents lived in the Rio Rancho vicinity approximately 11,000
years ago. These early inhabitants were hunters and gatherers whose tools of the trade were
arrowhead-like artifacts called “Folsom Points” named after the location where similar artifacts
were first located in New Mexico in 1927.

Archaeologists have located numerous pit house settlements,
evidence of early habitation along the banks of the Rio Grande.
The sites, one of which is estimated to have been occupied for
nearly four hundred years, have either been excavated for
academic study or preserved in perpetuity for future generations
as open space.

Spa nish Period 1540 to 1821.....

The end of the prehistoric era is marked by the appearance of the first Spanish explorers into the
area. Francisco Vasquez de Coronado led Spanish conquistadors to the Rio Rancho vicinity in the
winter of 1540 in search of the fabled, “seven cities of gold,” while conquering native peoples along
the way.

An early twentieth century excavation of a large 1,000-room, Tiwa pueblo revealed that it was
occupied by the Anasazi (a Navajo word meaning the “ancient cnes”) into the 16% century. The
site included a temporary campsite associated with early Spanish expeditions into the middle Rio
Grande region by Coronado.

Located just north of Rio Rancho, is the Coronado State monument consisting of the ruin of the
Pueblo of Kuaua. The monument contains reproductions of original murals on the walls of a
ceremonial kiva. The murals represent some of the most superb pre-European examples of mural
art in North America.

Instead of the Seven Cities of Gold, Coronado’s party found an agrarian society of more than

60,000 persons living in 12 to 16 inhabited pueblos along the Rio Grande between present-day
Bernalillo and Isleta Pueblo.
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“This river of Nuestra Seiiora (Rlo Gqrande)
flows through a broad valley planted with flelds
of maize and dotted with cottonwood groves.
There are twelve pueblos, whose houses are bullt of

mud and are two storles high.” Hernando de
Alvarado, 1540

The Spanish explored New Mexico as a combination of exploration and missionary efforts by the
Catholic Church of Spain. The Spanish entered the middle Rio Grande valley and mandated
catholic teachings in every pueblo they encountered. This was in direct conflict with the native
Americans' traditional religions and eventually led to unrest and the ensuing Pueblo Revolt of 1680.

In 1706, Colonization increased and Albuquerque was founded by Governor Don Francisco Cuervo

y Valdes and named in honor of the Duke of Alburquerque, viceroy in Mexico City. Four years later

the Town of Alameda Land Grant, land upon which Rio Rancho is built, was officially conveyed by -
the Spanish Crown. It stretched from the Rio Grande to the Rio Puerco, and included present day

Alameda, Corrales, Paradise Hills and Rio Rancho. Within the grant the land was divided by

varas: long, parcels that extended westward from the Rio Grande and connected each farmer to

his neighbor through a network of acequias or irrigation ditches. This parcel platting is still evident

in the ownership pattern and street pattern visible in the adjoining community of Corrales, New

Mexico.

Mexican Period 1821 to 184 6.....

In 1821, Mexico won its independence and the Santa Fe Trail was opened as a major commerce
route between Mexico City and Missouri. The route parallels the Rio Grande corridor adjacent to
present day Rio Rancho.

American Period 1846 - 1912.....

In 1846, President Polk declared war with Mexico under the direction of General Stephen W.
Kearny. Santa Fe was subsequently captured and the American Period began with and New
Mexico was organized as a territorial entity. At the close of the Mexican War two years later, the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed commencing the process of formally adopting New
Mexico, as a Territory of the United States.

After the establishment of the American territorial government in 1848, private land holdings, such
as the Alameda Land Grant, were challenged in the United States Court leading to a number of
lawsuits resulting in disputed boundaries for many years. In 1864, the Office of the US Surveyor
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