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Los Milagros Channel (PI0638)

The Los Milagros Channel project involves channel improvements from the outlet of the Los Milagros subdivision pond across Gemini and Chessman roads to the Los Montoyas Arroyo.  The current permit issued by the Army Corp. of Engineers (USACoE) under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act expires in 2011. This permit is required for any work done in a “tributary or water of the United States.”  

To help finance the project, a Special Condition for Building Permit Approval was filed with the Clerk of Sandoval County on February 11, 2005.  The special condition requires a total of 41 lots  along Chessman Dr., Istle Rd., Garden Rd., Gemini Rd., and Holly Ct. to either build a grade control structure in accordance with City requirements or contribute a monetary sum of $7,275 for such drainage construction.  To date,  the City has collected $42,650 in contribution revenue. As residents develop along the project alignment and additional funding is identified, the project will proceed through design and construction.   Construction of the ultimate drainage solution must be completed by the end of calendar year 2011 under the existing USACoE permit at an estimated cost of $475,000.  In the interim, City staff contracted and completed temporary channel improvements in Fiscal Year 2011 in the upper reach of Los Milagros Channel from Gemini Rd. to the pond outfall at Los Milagros Park at a cost of $22,763.

Red River Watershed/Monterrey-Granada Drainage Improvements  (PI0835) 

The project involves construction of a drainage pond at the intersection of Granada Rd. and Monterrey Rd. and redesign and construction of storm drain improvements from Sonora Rd. through the pond and out to the NM HWY 528 right-of-way. The project is required to allow current development in the area and for Special Assessment District (SAD) 9 to be viable, making the project the number one drainage priority in the Fiscal Year 2012 Infrastructure and Capital Improvement Plan (ICIP).  Land acquisition in Unit 17 has been completed and design of the detention pond and outlet pipe was completed in May 2009. Project to date expenditures total $221,912 and construction of storm drainage improvements is tentatively scheduled for Fiscal Year 2012, contingent upon the success of SAD 9 and receipt of $400,000 in project contributions from the Southern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority (SSCFCA). 

Montabella Flood Control (PW0977)

The project consists of construction of a flood control detention pond to the south of the Monte Bella Subdivsion.  The project began with project definition and land acquisition in August 2005.  In cooperation with the University of New Mexico, the City of Rio Rancho presented this information as a student proposed project.  Students prepared a preliminary drainage report that was used in preparing the final design.  In July 2008,  Gannett Fleming was commissioned to evaluate the student report and design the required pond.  Final design was completed in July 2009 and current Army Corp. of Engineers (USACoE) Section 404 Clean Water Act permit requires the project be completed by the end of 2011.  Project to date expenditures total $40,756 and construction is planned for Fiscal Year 2013, contingeny upon identification of an estimated $950,000 for construction activities and a new permit. 

Lisbon Avenue and Sunset Channel Culvert Crossing (PW1056)

On February 10, 2010, the Governing Body approved $160,000 in drainage impact fee funding to increase the capacity of the culvert crossing at Lisbon Avenue and the Sunset Channel.  The project involves the construction of box culverts and rework of the existing shotcrete lined channel.  Construction is in progress to be complete in Summer 2011.  Project spending and contracts to date total $217,380. The project received contributions from SSCAFCA ($68,920) and Sandoval County ($30,000) during Fiscal Year 2011.  

Chamisa Greens Detention Pond (PW1071)

The project consists of drainage improvements to the retention pond and surrounding area to improve flood control in the Chamisa Greens neighborhood.  Design has been completed and the the estimated cost of construction cost, including construction management services is approximatly $100,000.  The project will proceed to the construction phase, contingent upon identification of funding.  
 
Special Assessment Districts (SADs)

The City establishes the need for and creates Special Assessment Districts (SADs) in accordance with state law, Chapter 3, Article 33, NMSA 1978.  An assessment district is one in which the City is reimbursed by property owners for the costs of public improvements constructed within the district.  Depending on the specific district plan, public improvements may include storm drainage, sanitary sewer, streets, and water and private utility improvements made within the boundaries of the SAD.  The City may issue bonds to finance the project and assessment payments made by property owners directly benefiting from the improvements are used to satisfy debt service requirements.  For more general and specific district information regarding Special Assessment Districts please visit:  http://www.ci.rio-rancho.nm.us/index.aspx?NID=1185

The City currently has 3 SADs in some stage of creation, development, and/or construction:

SAD 7A (PW0993):  On July 16, 2009, the City entered into loan agreements in the aggregate principal amounts of $6,388,873 (tax exempt principal) and $541,402 (taxable principal) with the New Mexico Finance Authority (NMFA) to finance improvements constructed in, along, and around all of the following roads, rights of way, areas and parts thereof: 

PAVING & ASSOCIATED STORM DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Unit 10

Aspen Drive SE, from 22nd Avenue SE south and east to 12th Street SE
Ronda Road SE, from 19th Avenue SE to 21st Avenue SE
20th Avenue SE, east from 10th Street SE to Ronda Road SE
21st Avenue SE, east from 10th Street SE to Ronda Road SE
22nd Avenue SE, east from 10th Street SE to 19th Street SE
23rd Avenue SE, east from the cul-de-sac beginning the street to 17th Street SE
10th Street SE, north from Isabel Road to 19th Avenue SE
12th Street SE, north from Black Arroyo Boulevard to 22nd Avenue SE
13th Street SE, north from Black Arroyo Boulevard to 22nd Avenue SE
14th Street SE, north from Black Arroyo Boulevard to 22nd Avenue SE
15th Street SE, north from Black Arroyo Boulevard to 19th Avenue SE
17th Street SE, north from Black Arroyo Boulevard to 22nd Avenue SE
18th Street SE, north from Black Arroyo Boulevard to 22nd Avenue SE

PAVING & ASSOCIATED STORM DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Unit 13

Spring Road (AKA Silent Spring Rd.), east from Mesa Road to Chessman Drive
Gazelle Road, east from Colorado Mountain Road to Chessman Drive

PAVING & ASSOCIATED STORM DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Unit 16

24th Street from the limit of existing pavement (at the north end of the Cabezon development) to Southern Boulevard
25th Street from the limit of existing pavement (at the north end of the Cabezon development) to Southern Boulevard
26th Street from the cul-de-sac ending the street at the school to Southern Boulevard

SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Unit 10
20th Avenue SE, east from 10th Street SE to Ronda Road SE
21st Avenue SE, east from 10th Street SE to Ronda Road SE
10th Street SE, north from Isabel Road to 19th Avenue SE
Ronda Road SE, southeast from 19th Avenue to 21st Avenue

SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Unit 16

24th Street SE, from the limit of existing sanitary sewer lines (at the north end of the Cabezon development) to Southern Boulevard.
25th Street SE, from the limit of existing sanitary sewer lines (at the north end of the Cabezon development) to Southern Boulevard.
26th Street SE, from the cul-de-sac ending the street at the school to Southern Boulevard

WATER IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Unit 10

20th Avenue SE, east from 10th Street SE to Ronda Road SE
21st Avenue SE, east from 10th Street SE to Ronda Road SE
10th Street SE, north from Isabel Road to 19th Avenue SE
Ronda Road SE, southeast from 19th Avenue to 21st Avenue

WATER IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Unit 16

24th Street from the limit of existing water lines (at the north end of the Cabezon development) to Southern Boulevard
25th Street from the limit of existing water lines (at the north end of the Cabezon development) to Southern Boulevard
26th Street from the cul-de-sac ending the street at the school to Southern Boulevard

PRIVATE UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Unit 10
20th Avenue SE, east from 10th Street SE to Ronda Road SE
21st Avenue SE, east from 10th Street SE to Ronda Road SE
10th Street SE, north from Isabel Road to 19th Avenue SE
Ronda Road SE, southeast from 19th Avenue to 21st Avenue

Construction has been completed, including the Unit 10 pond.  Pursuant to Resolution 21, Enactment No. 10-021, X-Ray Associates contributed an additional amount to pay the cost of enhancing the SAD 7A pond to meet the needs of commercial development (Estimated: $126,316 v. Actual: $159,933.61).   The  City is awaiting the final closeout package and change order from the Engineeer of record.  Spending and contracts to date total $7,470,681.

SAD 8 (PW0991):  On September 10, 2009, the City entered into loan agreements in the aggregate principal amounts of $1,518,477 (tax exempt principal) and $50,222 (taxable principal) with the New Mexico Finance Authority (NMFA) to finance improvements benefiting approximately 78 residential lots on Nacelle and Nagoya Roads east of Nativitas.  The project included paving and associated storm drainage improvements, sanitary sewer, water, and private utility improvements at an estimated project cost of $2.2M, including engineering, financing, legal, and all other proper incidential costs.  $537,980 of the estimated improvement costs were defrayed from sources other than special assessment and a notice to proceed with construction was issued by the City on October 5, 2009.  Construction was complete in June 2010.  Total project cost was $1,603,995. In addition to SAD loan proceeds, the project was financed with drainage, water, and wastewater impact fees ($48,439).                                                 

SAD 9:  On February 11, 2009 the Governing Body adopted the first of five resolutions required for the creation of a Special Assessment District via the provisional order method (Resolution No. 15 ENACTMENT No. 09-015). The resolution set the initial boundaries of the district and directed City staff to procure the services of an engineering firm to prepare the estimated maximum benefit and preliminary estimate of assessments to the affected properties.  Subsequent resolutions amended the boundaries of the SAD and on August 11, 2010 the Governing Body determined the improvements to be proper and advisable and direct staff to obtain bids for construction of certain streets and associated storm drainage improvements generaly comprised of the following streets, rights-of-way,, and part thereof (Resolution 71, ENACTMENT No. 10-071):   

STREET IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Unit 17 

Sonora Rd. between Pasilla Rd. and Granada Rd.

STORM DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
Rio Rancho Estates, Units 17 & 20 

Hapsburg Rd Block 116, Lots 26 through 40
Sonora Rd. between Pasilla Rd. and Granada Rd.

City staff continues to work with the professional engineering firm to prepare bid documents and the project is expected to move forward pending notification from SSCAFCA of project contributions for the associated Red River Watershed Pond project.    
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