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CITY OF RIO RANCHO 

ENACTMENT NO. 04 '()66 RESOLUTION NO. 67 

ADOPTING THE PARADISE WEST MASTER PLAN AND AMENDING THE VISION 2020·ICP 

PREFERRED SCENARIO MAP 5.11 


WHEREAS, The State of New Mexico has granted the City of Rio Rancho the power, authority, 
jurisdiction and duty to enforce and carry out the provisions of law relating to planning , 
platting and zoning pursuant to 3-19-1 , NMSA, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, The Governing Body of the City of Rio Rancho, State of New Mexico, has the authority to 
adopt. amend, extend and carry oul a general municipal plan, "Vision 2020 Integrated 
Comprehensive Ptan"; and 

WHEREAS, The Goveming Body of the City of Rio Rancho has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that 
determines that the Hierarchy of Plan Development, Level 4: Master Plans, consider issues 
relative to a specific geographic area of the City and generally detail Principles, Policies and 
Actions as well as the components of the comprehensive plan specific to a defined City 
area; and 

WHEREAS, On June 27, 2004, the City's Planning and Zoning Board recommended approval of the 
Paradise West Master Plan to the Governing Body; and 

WHEREAS, The Goveming Body of the City of Rio Rancho recognizes the need for long range, 
integrated comprehensive planning to direct future growth and development of the City over 
the next two decades; and 

WHEREAS, The Goveming Body of the City of Rio Rancho has reviewed and considered the Paradise 
West Master Ptan attached hereto as Exhlblt A, and incorporated herein by this reference. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF Rto RANCHO: 

The Governing Body does hereby approve the Paradise West Master Plan. as attached hereto as 
Exhlbit A and incorporated herein by this reference. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF RIO RANCHO: 

The Goveming Body does hereby approve an amendment to the Vision 2020-ICP Preferred Scenario 
Map 5.11 as identified within Exhibit A and incorporated herein by this reference. 

ADOPTED THIS 28TH DAY OF JULY, 2004 <~ 
Jim , Mayor 

Dal. 74~hL( 
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8 ORDINANCE NO. 03-418 ENACTMENT NO. 03-l120 


ANNEXATION OF REAL PROPERTY INTO THE CORPORATE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF RIO 
RANCHO, NEW MEXICO, AS DESCRIBED IN THE RANCH JOINT VENTURE ANNEXATtoN 
PETITION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONING CLASSIFICATIONS FOR THE ANNEXED 
PROPERTY. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF RIO RANCHO: 

Section 1. Intent. This ordinance approves and accepts the annexation of real property into the 
corporate boundaries of the City of Rio Rancho, as requested in the Ranch Joint Venture 
Annexation Petition. 

Section 2. Legal Requirements Met. The Annexation Petition and Annexation Map (Attachment I) 
having been presented to the Governing Body of the City of Rio Rancho, in full compliance 
with state law as set forth in §3-7-4, §3-7·17 and §3-7-18 NMSA 1978, and the Governing 
Body having considered the Petition and presentations of petitioner, the Governing Body 
finds as follows: 

A. The Annexation petition seeks to have annexed into the corporate boundaries 
territory that is contiguous to the City of Rio Rancho. 

B. The Annexation petition is signed by the owners of a majority of the number of acres 
in the contiguous territory and is accompanied by a map that shows the external 
boundary of the territory proposed to be annexed and the relationship of the territory 
proposed to be annexed to the existing boundary of the City of Rio Rancho. 

C. The Annexation Petition has been presented for consideration and is recommended 
for approval pursuant to the standards and requirements for annexation set forth in 
the City's Vision 2020 Integrated Comprehensive Plan. 

Section 3. Consent And Approval. The Governing Body hereby annexes the property described 
in the Ranch Joint Venture Annexation Petition and hereby consents to and approves 
the annexation of such conUguous territory being more particularly described in metes 
and bounds attaChed hereto and incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 

Section 4. Zone Map Amendment Purpose: Thai the property described as Black Ranch West ; 
Tract A-1 and Tract B, consisting of 6,492.3 acres, more or less; the property referred to 
as "Bernalillo County East Portion" which is approximately 3,528.6 acres and; several 
platted lots in Sandoval County comprising of 1,926.2 acres (Portions of Units 3, 4, and 9) 
referred to as "Rio Rancho Estates Portion·, shall be annexed into the City of Rio Rancho 
and zoned as follows and as provided In the annexation and zoning map attached hereto 
and incorporated herein as Exhibit A. 
A. Black Ranch West 

E·1 , R-1 , R-4, R-6 , MU-A, SU/Sports Complex, M· l , OS and PR 
e , Rio Rancho Estates Portion 

TZlTransff.ional Zoning 
C. Bernalillo County East Portion 

TZlTransitional Zoning, except for, Tract 15 within Sedion 5, T11N, R2E, NMPM, 40 
acres located within Bernalillo County East Portion to be zoned SU/Cemetery and 
Related Uses. Development shall occur for Tract 15 as provided in the Site 
Development Plan, Exhibit B. The SU/Cemetery zoning shall require approval of an 
amended site plan if significant changes, such as, road reconfiguration is necessary. 

Section 5. Findings. The following are findings for Annexation and Zoning approval: 
0 -18 (CJ3.020) Page 1 or 2 
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I A All state statulo~ requirements for approval of annexation have been met. 
2 a . A fiscal impact study conducted on the proposed annexation property demonstrates a 
3 positive cost benefit reflecting significant potential for increasing municipal revenue 
4 generation. As a result, the proposed annexation meets one of the policy standards 
5 or requirements for annexation into the City as set forth in 5.1.11 of the Vision 2020
6 Integrated Comprehensive Plan's Section 5.1 Land Use & Fiscal Analysis 
7 Annexations. 
8 C. Development of and within the annexation area and including Quail Ranch 

Master Plan shall be reviewed for continued consistency with the Vision 2020•
10 ICP's Principles, Policies and Action Statements as more detail is provided. 
II Review and approval of development plans shall be implemented through 
12 Development Agreements, Specific Area Plans, and the sutxlivision process. 
13 D. The zoning designations proposed for the Quail Ranch Master Plan area are in 
14 conformance with the City's Vision 2020 Integrated comprehensive Plan and 
15 City Ordinance 87-1 , (R.O. 1987) Chapter 9, Article 1, Planning , Zoning, Land 
16 Use Management. 
17 E. The zoning designations proposed for Ihe properties outside the Quail Ranch Master 
18 Plan area are in conformance with the Cily's Vision 2020 Integrated Comprehensive 

Plan and the City's Ordinance 87-1 , (R.O. 1987) Chapter 9, Article 1, Planning . I ' 
20 Zoning, Land Use Management. 
21 F. The zoning for the Quail Ranch Master Plan properties sel forth in this ordinance is 
22 approved conditioned upon adherence to and enforcement of the conditions for 
2l approval of the Quail Ranch Master Plan . 
24 
25 Section 6. Severability Clause. If any section , paragraph , clause, or proviSion of this Ordinance, or 
26 any section , paragraph , dause, or provision of any regulation promulgated hereunder shall 
27 for any reason be held 10 be invalid , unlawful, or unenforceable , the invalidity, illegality, or 
28 unenforceabiJity of such section , paragraph , clause, or proviSion shall not affect the validity 
29 of the remaining portions of this Ordinance orthe regulation so challenged. 
30 
31 Section 7. Compiling Clause. This Ordinance shall be incorporated in and compiled as part of the 
32 Revised Ordinances of the City of Rio Rancho, (R.O. 1987) 
33 
34 Section 8. Effective Date. This Ordinance becomes effective ten days after adoption. 
J5 
36 ADOPTED THIS 2S'm DAY OF JUNE 2003. 

38 
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Exhibit A 

City of Rio Rancho 


Annexation & Zoning Map (11.947.12 Ac.) 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

This document is prepared as a Master Plan for the area known a! Paradise 
West, located at the southwestern border of Rio Rancho. in Bernalillo County. 
Paradise West is an area of approximately 3,500 acres, and was recentfy 
annexed into the City of Rio Rancho by the Governing Body on June II , 
2003. The area is adjacent to AJbuquerque's Ventana West community. the 
TVI campus and east of Quail Ranch. Paradise West is zoned TZ Transitional 
Zone, with the exception of a 50 acre in-holding zoned SU/Cemetery and 
owned by the Catholic Cemetery Association for the Vista del Fe cem
etery. This Master Plan provides detail in the areas of: 

o 	 The Plan designates land uses, and anticipated zoning categories 
(or those land uses (including schools. parks, and open space as 
well as other developed areas) and a generalized phasing plan for 
the area; 

o 	 Is designed to be flexible. with roadways and boundaries following 
existing platted lots when possible. and designates anticipated 
future road alignments; 

o 	 Reduces the number of times the roadways cross major and 
minor arroyos; 

o 	 Provides for compliance with the Vision 2020 Integrated Com· 
prehensive Plan; 

o 	 Provides implementation scenarios for development; 

o 	 Provides design guidelines for future residential and commercial 
development; 

o 	 Provides a utility master plan and report (New Mexico Utilities 
Service Area); 

o 	 Provides a drainage master plan and report (Albuquerque Metro· 
politan Arroyo Flood Control Authority jurisdiaion); and 

o 	 Provides a transportation facilities master plan and report 

The intent of this Master Plan is to amend the Rio Rancho Vision 2020 Inte· 
grated Comprehensive Plan to include the rand use designations for Paradise 
West. After the plan is amended. applications for zone map amendment by 
individual property owners will occur. Subdivisions. plats and property con· 
solidation can then be created to begin the development process. Subsequent 
approvals will be needed for subdivisions and site plans in Village Center areas 
and for infrastructure as the community develops over time in an orderly 
phased approach. 
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Master Planning Process 

This Master Plan was accomplished through a collaborative effort utilizing 
planning and engineering consultants who met with the City of Rio Rancho 
Community Development and Public Works staff, local service providers, 
including New Mexico Utilities , Inc., the Albuquerque Metropolitan Flood 
Control Authority, Albuquerque Public Schools. Rio Rancho Department of 
Public Safety. the Mid Region Council of Governments, and property owners 
within and adjacent to Paradise West. Included with cover letter of this sub
mittal are letters of support from various property owners. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------

2. BENEFITS AND CONSTRAINTS 

By analyzing the benefits and constraints of the 3500 acre area of Paradise 
West. two main challenges surfaced. The first. is the antiquated platting and 
diverse ownership patterns that result in development challenges. How
ever, having a Master Plan for the area will help to make planned develop
ment possible, and provide the City of Rio Rancho with a guide for making 
future land use decisions for the area. The second constraint is environmen
tal and indudes the floodplains, which bisect the landscape and can result in 
costly drainage solutions and right-of-way construction issues. However, 
these constraints are also benefits to the project. 

Antiquated Platting 
The antiquated platting and diverse land ownership patterns, a common 
constraint faced within Rio Rancho. can be handled by land assemblage. The 
Paradise West area is platted into S-acre and larger parcels. which witt make 
land assemblage easier than most of the City of Rio Rancho. Land assem
blage is a policy in the 2020 Integrated Comprehensive Plan and this Master 
Plan will help facilitate the process by defining major transportation corri
dors and land uses. The existing platted lots also include 60 foot roadway 
easements which wilt help to implement most of the transportation con
nections. 

Floodplains 
The floodplains. as identified as development constraints. he lp to form a 
trail network throughout Paradise West. which is another policy from the 
2020 Integrated Comprehensive Plan. A developed trail network will be an 
amenity for young and old. residents and visitors. One challenge is that the 
existing flood plains do not correspond to the existing platting. In some 
areas these flood plains will need to be channelized and/or diverted in order 
to allow for orderly development of the transportation facilities and adja
cent land uses. 

Transportation Corridors 
Finally, the existing and neighboring Master Planned developments allow for 
aligning a compatible primary circulation network throughout Paradise West 
that can facilitate the eventual acquisition of right-of-way. Several planned 
arterials pass through the Paradise West Master Plan area. The arterials 
include Paseo del North, Paseo del Volcan (old), Del Oeste, Rainbow, Irving 
Boulevard, and McMahon Boulevard. The Master Plan provides an oppor
tunity for the City of Rio Rancho to define alignments for these facilities. 
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3. LAND USE AND ZONING 

The land use and zoning section of this Master Plan details land uses, the 
percent of each land use to the total project area, and the proposed future 
zoning categories. Entirely vacant and currently zoned TZ, which corresponds 
to the densities allowed in R- I Single Family residences of 8,000 square feet 
at a minimum, Paradise West is primed for master planning to accommodate 
future employment centers , schools, parks and open space and a mix of 
residential housing products. Due to the unique topography and drainage 
patterns, the Paradise West area can serve a continuing need for recreational 
amenities along the southern boundary of Rio Rancho, along arroyos. 

The overall goal of the land use mix is to comply with the intent of the Rio 
Rancho Vision 2020 rcp, while offering a variety of land use types compatible 
with the neighboring communities: Ventana West to the east and Quail Ranch 
to the west. The design guidelines provided are general and refer to residen 
tial and nonresidential development. 

Population projections for the area are calculated using the average house
hold size as provided by the US Census and the City of Rio Rancho. The City 
calculates an average household size for single family residential at 2.8, and 
the average household size for multi-family residential at 1.68 persons per 
unit. 

Land Use Table 

The following page includes land use distribution amounts, estimated densi 

ties and population projections. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------

RESIDENTIAL LAND USES 

Low Density Residential 
This land use covers approximately 491 acres of land within Paradise West 
and is located along the northern and western portion of the plan area and is 
found along the floodplain, which is to develop as a trait network. The Low 
Density Land Use designation is compatible with the Rio Rancho Zone cat
egory of R- I , (Section 9-1-5) and allows for neighborhoods with 2-4 dwell
ing units per acre. 

Medium Density Residential 
This land use designation covers approximately I ,873 acres of land within 
Paradise West. and is the most predominant land use category. Clearly a 
residential community. Paradise West will develop with a high quality resi· 
dential product, with commercial areas designated as Village Centers at the 
intersections of major roadways. Medium Density Residential corresponds 
to the R-4 zoning category, as defined in the Rio Rancho Zoning Ordinance. 
Development standards including lot size, height, and setback requirements 
will be governed by the R-4 zone. The intent is to provide a range of lot sizes 
from 4000-8000 square feet, and an overall density of 4-8 dwelling units per 
acre. There witt be a range of housing types available by multiple home build 
ers, including some custom homes. Walls, entries, gateways, landscaping and 
streetscapes will be attractive and designed to meet Rio Rancho standards 
and provide a high quality residential area. 

High Density ResidentiaJ 
High Density Residential land uses cover approximately 279 acres of land 
within Paradise West. High Density development includes development from 
8 to 24 dwelling units per acre , and accommodates multifamily residential 
development. Apartments, condominiums, and town homes shall be located 
in High Density Residential areas, which are often located along major circu
lation corridors. 

NONRESIDENTIAL LAND USES 

Commercial 
Commercial areas within Paradise West are called out as Town Center and 
Village Center areas. Town Center and Village Center designations are similar 
to the Village Center and Mixed Use Community Center designation in the Rio 
Rancho Zoning Ordinance. Village Centers, as defined in the 2020 ICP, are 
neighborhood scale activity areas, with retail, office, and commercial uses. 
Multifamily units are not permissive. There are 135 acres of Village and Town 
Center commercial lands. The Village Centers shall comply with the design 
guidelines as called out in section 5.204 of the 2020 ICp, and contained within 
Table 5.2 I-Design Criteria for Mixed Use Nodal Activity Centers. The Town 
Center designation compares with the Mixed Use Community Center desig
nation in the 2020 ICp, and shall follow the design criteria set forth on Table 
5.2 1 as well. 
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